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Public Notice for Water Quality Certification and/or Waste 

Discharge Requirements (Dredge/Fill Projects) 

Taylor Mountain Trail Construction Project 
38.415073° N, 122.686988° W 

WDID 1B190057WNSO, CW-858486 

Sonoma County 
On May 24, 2019, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional 
Water Board) received an application from Peter van de Burgt of Prunuske Chatham, 
Inc. on behalf of Mark Cleveland of the Sonoma County Regional Parks (Applicant), 
requesting federal Clean Water Act, section 401, Water Quality Certification 
(certification) for activities related to the proposed Taylor Mountain Trail Construction 
Project (Project).  On July 10, 2019, the application was deemed complete.  The Project 
is located in the Taylor Mountain Regional Park and Open Space Preserve in the 
headwaters of Colgan Creek and Cooper Creek, tributaries to the Russian River 
(114.21). 

Project Description 

The Sonoma County Regional Parks is proposing to construct approximately 6.5 miles 
of new multi-use trails and improve approximately 1.2 miles of existing multi-use trails. 
Colgan Creek and Cooper Creek flow through the project area, as well as numerous 
seasonal or ephemeral drainages and wetlands.  Most of the trails will be constructed 
with a full bench cut.  Cross slopes on trails of 2% to 5% will be constructed, along with 
rolling dips and grade reversals to direct water from the trail surface.  The majority of 
trails will be native soil. 

Some of the proposed trails will cross seasonal creeks and drainages.  Ten puncheons, 
six bridges, three armored crossings, and one high drainage lens will be installed.  Four 
drainage improvements are planned for Panorama Trail.  Bridge 1 will accommodate 
emergency service and staff vehicles.  The remaining bridges are designed for 
pedestrians, bikers, and equestrians. 

Except for puncheon P1, the bridges and puncheons will span waters of the state and 
not result in direct fill.  There will be some permanent impacts to riparian habitat from 
footings and gravel pads.  A portion of the footing for puncheon P1 will be placed below 
the top of bank of the roadside ditch/seasonal wetland, resulting in less than one-half a 
cubic yard of fill. 
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Three armored crossings and one high drainage lens will involve placing small amounts 
of rock and filter fabric into two small seasonal wetlands, one ephemeral drainage, and 
one seasonal drainage.  Currently, informal trails cross through these features.  The 
formal trails will be developed within the existing footprint of the informal trails and will 
reduce visitor impacts. 

Drainage improvements on Panorama Trail involve replacing two culverts, stabilizing 
the outboard slopes where needed with rip rap, installing one new ditch relief culvert, 
and replacing an existing ditch relief culvert with a rock dip and drain. 

Project Timeline 

The proposed work would occur during three dry seasons, beginning in August 2019. 

Receiving Waters 

The Project would cause disturbances to waters of the U.S. and the state associated 
with the streambed, banks, or riparian area of Colgan Creek, Cooper Creek, and 
tributaries, all of which are tributary to the Middle Russian River 114.21. 

Impacts 

The proposed Project would result in temporary impacts to approximately 0.13 acres of 
and permanent impacts to approximately 0.03 acres of waters of the state. 

Mitigation 

Proposed mitigation includes road decommissioning (including 0.25 acres wetland 
aquatic habitat) and azolla management (0.2 acres open water habitat). 

Other Agency Permits and Actions 

The Applicant has applied to the United States Army Corps of Engineers for a section 
404 permit (non-reporting Nationwide 14 Linear Transportation Projects) and to the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife for a Streambed Alteration Agreement. 

CEQA 

The County of Sonoma, as California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency, 
certified a Mitigated Negative Declaration, pursuant to CEQA guidelines on October 9, 
2012 (SCH 2016062048). 

Public Comments 

Regional Water Board staff are proposing to regulate this project pursuant to Section 
401 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1341) and/or Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control 
Act authority. In addition, staff will consider all phone calls and comments submitted in 
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writing and received within a 21-day comment period that begins on the first date of 
issuance of this notice and ends at 5:00 pm on the last day of the comment period.  If 
you have any questions or comments, please contact staff member Kaete King at (707) 
576-2848 or Kaete.King@waterboards.ca.gov within 21 days of the posting of this 
notice. 

The information contained in this public notice is only a summary of the applicant’s 
proposed activities.  The Regional Water Board’s project file includes the application for 
certification and additional details of the proposed project, including maps and design 
drawings.  Project documents and any comments received are on file and may be 
reviewed or copied at the Regional Water Board office, 5550 Skylane Blvd, Suite A, 
Santa Rosa, CA.  Appointments are recommended for document review and can be 
made by calling (707) 576-2220. 
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